
 

 

Edwardsville Community Unit School District 7 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Frequently Asked Questions 

 
District 7 is committed to the use of technology to enhance the learning of students and staff.  
As part of this commitment, District 7 has deployed wireless capabilities to Edwardsville High 
School.  This addition is the first step in allowing non-district owned devices to be used in the 
classroom. This addition to our 21st Century Classroom initiative will better prepare students for 
college and career readiness, foster student ownership of their own learning, provide easier 
access to instructional materials, and facilitate the transition between home and school 
resources.   
 
What is “Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD)? 
BYOD allows students to bring and utilize a personally owned portable electronic device (e.g., 
laptop, tablet, phone) for use within the school setting.  All school rules and expectations as 
outlined in the student handbook must be followed.   
 
Are students required to bring devices to school? 
NO.  It is not mandatory for students to bring a device to school.  BYOD is simply an optional 
resource for students.   
 
How will students use devices during the school day? 
With teacher permission, students may use their devices to complete in-class activities; 
complete homework; collaborate in real-time; research for projects; access websites; notes, 
compose, and complete other approved instructional activities to enhance learning.  
 
Can students charge their devices while at school? 
Personally-owned devices should be fully charged before coming to school.  Students should 
not have the expectation that they will be able to charge devices during the school day. 
Students should check their device’s setting to learn how to conserve battery power during the 
day. 
 
Will there be an option to print from a personally-owned device? 
No. Students should utilize email, Schoology accounts, or personal storage devices to transfer 
materials that need to be printed.  Students will have the same access to print from the District 
7 desktop computers in the media center or computer lab as they had previously.  
 
Will students have access to apps and Social Media sites when accessing the District 7 
network? 
Student access will be limited.  Some teachers choose to use apps and/or social media sites as a 
teaching tool.  These teachers will monitor activity in their classrooms to make sure that 
students remain on task. Students should have limited expectations of privacy when using a 
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personal device at school. At any point in time, any school personnel reserve the right to view a 
student's electronic device for content to determine its appropriate use.   
 
Will users have access to their personally-owned devices throughout the building? 
Students are prohibited from using personally-owned devices in locker rooms, bathrooms, and 
other locations that are deemed private in nature by the building administrator.  In addition, it 
is up to teacher discretion on a day-by-day basis as to whether or not students may utilize their 
devices in class.   
 
Will users be permitted to utilize the audiovisual recording features on their devices? 
Students may not use video or audio recording features of their device to record activities within school 
unless creation of an audio or video file is part of an assignment or project and specifically authorized by 
the classroom teacher. 

 
Who is responsible for data and texting fees? 
Edwardsville District 7 is not responsible for any fees associated with using a personally-owned 
device.  All fees and charges related to texting and internet use on any personal device is the 
sole responsibility of the owner.    
 
Who is responsible for the maintenance of a personally-owned device? 
Maintenance, upkeep, and technical support of personally-owned devices shall be the sole 
responsibility of the owner.  No technical support for personal devices will be provided by 
District 7 staff.  
 
What about security, theft, or damage? 
District 7 assumes no responsibility for the loss, damage, or theft of personally owned devices, 
related accessories, and/or the loss of any information on any device brought to school or on 
school buses.  School staff will not be responsible for storing student devices.  Students bring 
their own devices to school at their own risk.  Parents are encouraged to label or engrave 
devices and to record the device’s serial number in case of loss or theft.  It is the responsibility 
of the owner of the device to ensure the device is safe and secure.   If students store the device 
in a locker, the locker should be secured with a lock.  
 
Will the device be protected with Internet content filtering? 
Yes. The Children’s Internet Protection Act requires all network access to be filtered, regardless 
of the device being used, while connected to the district network.  The student device is only 
filtered if the student is connected to the district network.   
 
Is Edwardsville District 7’s Internet connection protected from inappropriate content? 
Yes, District 7 uses a firewall with content filtering services, and we make every effort to 
provide a safe environment for our students at school. In addition to technology filters, our 
teachers monitor student activity in their classrooms to make sure students stay on task.  All 
students will be required to follow school rules regarding technology as stated in the District 7 
Student Handbook.    
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Which device is best? 
Personal computing devices are evolving at a rapid pace, and there are many choices that work 
well in the classroom setting. At a minimum, we recommend students use tablets, with a 
keyboard and mouse, or laptops that allow them to read, take notes, and compile research 
from the Internet. Computers will still be available in the media centers and computer labs.  
 
Does the district recommend additional software? 
Yes. The district recommends installing virus protection and/or malware protection software on 
each device.  The district also recommends that each device has an updated web browser and is  
compatible with Schoology (see discussion about Schoology below).  
 
What is “Schoology,” and why is it important to have a device that is compatible with 
Schoology? 
Schoology is a learning management system used by District 7.  It is where most content used in 
the classroom will be stored for student use. Schoology allows teachers to create, manage, and 
share academic content and resources directly with their students through a virtual learning 
environment. Through Schoology, students can take online quizzes and tests, upload 
assignments, access digital textbooks, communicate with teachers and peers, and manage their 
calendars. 
 

Access to Electronic Networks Policy Disciplinary Guidelines 
 
Does the District 7 Access to Electronic Networks policy still apply, even though this is a 
personally owned device? 
Yes. The Access to Electronic Networks policy remains in effect even when using a personally 
owned device.  Students who are not in compliance with the Access to Electronic Networks or 
Bring Your Own Device Program Policy are subject to discipline.  
 
Can an administrator revoke a student’s BYOD privilege?  
Yes.  If a student is not following our BYOD guidelines, the Access to Electronic Networks, Bring 
Your Own Device Program policies, or teacher direction for the use of a personally owned 
device, an administrator may revoke the privilege through the regular discipline process.   
 
What is the expectation for privacy with a personally-owned device? 
Students should have limited expectations of privacy when using a personal device at school. At 
any point in time, any school personnel reserve the right to view a student's electronic device 
for content to determine its appropriate use.  Any student who violates the Access to Electronic 
Networks or Bring Your Own Device Program policies may be disciplined by an administrator, 
including confiscation of the device.  The District does not assume any financial responsibility 
for the electronic devices students choose to bring to school.   


